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~ Frillips o Statesman !

Within the whole range of Kansas
literature, we have found nothing to equal
the following, from the Kansas correspon.-
dence of the Missouri Demscrat. “T'll
puff you if you'll puff me,” has been a
characteristic trait with these letter-wri
tors from the beginning, Phillips writes
Redpath into notoriety, while Spidlman,
brother-in-law of Phillips, and Redpath
pufl Phillips in return. But is not the
following “piled on a little too thick?

“For sagacity, foresight, and every cle-
ment of statesmanskip, Mr, Phillips has
no superior in Kansas; and but for tha
rare modesty which, equally with his tal.
ent, distingnishes him, would have held
long ago in eastern opinion the same po-
sition that he has actually held in Kan-
sas—that of a Jeader, honored and wor-
thy of the confldence of the Free State
tien, Lane, alone, is equally popular,
but not more influential. Between them
they rule the party, as far as political
leaders do.”

Phillips complimented for foresiyht and
satesmanship, aud bas “ not a superior in
Kansas.” Shades of the pust! Ts it not
to be regretted that we have fallen so
low as to have nome to equai the “Brough-
am-like Scotchman?? We tremble for
our fature. “Lane, alone, is equally
popular, but not more influential.” "T'ne:\'
rule the party.”

We have tried to imjwress it upon our
readers for a long time that Phillips was
seeking to rule Kansas with an iron rod,
It may not be generally known that his
colleagues, the letter-writers, labored to
get Dr. Robinson to resign his place as
Governor under the Topeka Constitution,
the design being to elect f’hillips in his
place, and then the Topeka Constitution
and Government wad to be se! in motion
whether the people were willing or un-
willing.

Robinson was not sufficiently
tractable to suit these men. He had too
much ealculation sbout him to bring the
peoplein collision with Federal authority.
He had seen their determination not ;a
be embroiled at Topeka a year and a
half ago, but not &0 with our statesman,
Mr. Phillips. He is understood to stand
ready “to pitch in” st any time, and he
desired to be Govornor, though it were
only under the Topeka Constitution, that
he might show his “statesmanship.” If
it wero not for involving others beside
Phillips and his cohorts, we would join in
a petition to Dr. R, praving him to resign
his position that Phillips might be elect-
#l to the highly respousible position he
aspires to!  Lane and Phillips the leaders
of the Free State party ! The former, in
fact, occupies, to some extent, the posi-
tion ; but he is mighty careful to wateh
the popular current, and very raroly is
found opposing it. A leader, we under-
stand, to be one who goes shead, and
paves the way for popular opinion which
follows. When was Lane or Phillips
ever known to lead the popular eurrent
o a contrary direction to which it was
already tending, and more particularly
the latter. Phillips a leader! 8o is Mr.
"Iaton a leader ! Each has his party in
Kansas, but that party istoo contemptible
in vumbers and influence to occupy auy
position even in name. Such leaders!
Oh heaven, save us from the leadership
of such men,

Beginning 1o Confess.
The Charleston Mercury thus frankly

confesses its motive in urging the adop-
tion of the Lecompton Counstitution :

“ We differ, too, with the President as
to what is submitted to the vote of the
people.  We do not think that the guestion
of Slavery or no Slavery is submitted to the
wile of the people. W hether the clause in
the Constitution is voted out or voted in, Sla-
very exists, and has a quargniee in the Con-
stitution that it shall not be interfered with ;
whilst,if the Slavery party in Kavsas can
keep ar get the majority of the alature,
they may open wide the deor for the immi-
gration of slaves.”

This is the South-side view of “ popu®|
lar sovereignty,” as embodied in the Le-
compton movement,

Eavruesy Wane Masvractory.—One
of the many improvements to be made
In our town, during the coming season,
will be a Pottery, or manufactory of
crockery and stone ware. - A zentliman
will be here in & foew weeks, to make the
neeessary preparations, and will be ready
for operation sometime during the early

White Cloud is admirably situated to
command an extensive trade in this kind
of merchandise, for the manufacture of
which, an excellent article of clay has
been found in this vicinity.— White Cloud,
K. T, Chief.

(7~ Jim Lane has been appointed com-
mander.in-chief of the Territory, with
wer to act withont orders the
vernor, This establishes as &’;ﬂ!‘lm
act of liberty loving repablicans a milita-
ry dictatorship in Ksnsas. Such are the
loose ideas of liberty entertained by this
precious patty. So far as the ature
ean do it, there is no law now in Knnsas

save the ukase of Laur.—Western Jowr- |

LAWRENCE, KANSAS, JANUARY 9, 1858.

Gov. Walker's Lettek of Resignation.
The following is the letter of the Hon.
Rosert J. WaLKER, resigning the office
of Governor of Kansas :

Wasnixaron, Crry. D. C)
December 15th, 1857. ¢
T the Hom, Lewis (qas, Secretary of State :

Sin : 1 resign the office of Guvernor of
the Territory of Kansas. I have been
most reluctantly forced to this conclusion,
after anxious and careful consideration of
my duty to the country, to the people of
Kansas, to the President of the United
States, and to myself.

The grounds assumed by the President
in his late Message to Congress, and in
recent instrtictions in connectlon with the
events now transpiring her¢ and in Kan-
sas, admonish me that as Governor of
that Territory, it will no longer be in my

€r to preserve the peace or promote
the public welfare.

At the earnest solicitation of the Pres.

ident after repeated refusals, the last be- |

ing in writing, I finally accepted this of-
fice, upon his letter showing the dangers
and difficulties of the Kansss question,
and the necessity of my undertaking the
task of adjustment. Under these cir-
cumstances, notwithstanding the great
sacrifices to me, personal, political and
pecuniary, I felt that T could no more re-
fuse such a call from my country through
her Chief Magistrate, than a soldier in
battle who is ordered to the command of
a forlorn hope.

I accepted, hiowever, on the express
condition that I should advocate the sub

mission of the Constitution to a vote of | mous doctrine was: that sovereigns, in le-

the people for ratification or rejection.—
These views were clearly understood by
the President and all his Cabinet. They
were distinetly set forth in my letter, on
my acceptance of this office, of the 26th
March last, and reiterated in my insugu-
ral address of the 27th of May last, as
follows :—* Tndeed, I cannot doubt that
the Convention, after having franed a

Statg Coustitation, will submit it for rati. | more potent authority of ignorance and | very lucid passage of his able message,
fication or rejection by a majority of the | Y ] ¥
then actual bona fide resident ssttlers in | ple were ciphers, and crowned heads suls | ple and not conventionsshould decide the

Kansas.”

With these views, well known to the | the governing power of the Almighty.— | that from the necessary divisions of the
President and “the Cabinet, and approv. | Our doctrine is just the reverse, making | inchoate Btate into districts, a majority of
ed by them, I sccepted the sppointment | the people the only source of sovereizn | the delegates may think one way and the

of Governor of Kansas. My instructions

from the President, through the Becretary | sovercignty rests exclusively with the| was the case in Kansas, may violate their

clagse of Federal constitutional sover-
eiguty of the people, esch Btatais clearly
reserved, and especially their own excliu-
sive right to form in its entirety their
own State Constitution. I shall not en-
ter fully into the argument of this ques-
tion at this period, but will merely state
that this is the position I have ever oocn-
pied, and my ressons for entertaining the
opinion are clearly and distinetly set
forth in a printed pamphlet, published
over my signature on the 13th of June,
1856, and then extensively circulated,
from which I quote as follows ;

“ Under our confederate system sover-
cignty is that highest political power
which, at its pleasure, ereates govern-
ments and delegates anthority to them
SBoverelgnty grants powers, but not sover-
eign powers. otherwise it might extin-
guish itself by making the creature of its
will the equal or superior of its ereator.
i Sovereignty makes Constitutions, and
| through them establishes governments,
It delegates certain powers, distributing
| the exercise of the granted powers among
| the legislative, executive and judicial de-
| partmenta. The Coostitution is not sov-
| ereign for the same reason, much less any

department of that Government, Hav-
{ing defined sovereignty, we must not
{ confound the power with its source or its
| exercise, That js, soversignty is one
| thing and where it resides or how it is to
{ be exsrcised is another. Under the sys-
tem of European despotisms sovereiguty
was clalmed to reside in kings and empe-
| rors, nunder the <acrilegions idea of the
| “divine right of kings,” and the blasphe-

gitimate succession, although stained with
critnes and blackened with infamy, were
clothed by the Deity with sbsolute power
to rule their snbjects, who held nothing

= cimee

State Constitution, are confined 4o 'the
Slavery question; but 1 think, as shown
in my address before quoted, that “sov-
“areignty is the power that makes Con-
sgtitutions and Governments,” and that
not only the Slavery clause in = State

mitted.

The President thinks that soversignty
can be delegated—at least inpart;. Ithink
that sovereiguty eannot be delegated at
all. The President believes that sover-
eignty is divisible between conventions
and le, to be exercised by the former
on all subjects but Slavery, and by the
latter -only on that question, whereag 1

visible, a unit, incapable of partiticn, and
that it cannot be delegated, in whole or
inpart. It will not be denied thatsover-|
eignty is the only power that can make |
a State Constitution, and that it rests ex-
clusively with the people, and if it is in.
alienable and cannot be delegated, as I
have shown, then it can only be gxercised
by the people themselves, underour Gov-
ernment We know nosovereigns bat the

le. Conveutions are composed of
“dc!cgste&" They are mere agents or
trustees, exercising not a sovereign but a
delegated power, and the pecple are the
principles. The power delegated to such
Convention con properly only extend to
framing the Constitution, but its ratifica-
tion or rejection can only be performed
by the power where sovereiguty alone
rests—namely, the people themselves.—
We must not confound sovereiguty with
delegated power, The provisional au-
I‘hunpty of the Convention to frame & Con-
stitution, and submit it to the people, is
delegated power, but sovereiguty alone,
which rests exclusively with the people,
can ratify and put in force that Constitu-

but the privileges granted by the crown, |
Such were the absurd and impions doz- |
mas to which the people of Furope, with |
few expeptions, have been compelled to
submit by the bayonet, supported by the |

{ superstition. Under this theory the peo-

| deities the sole representatives on earth of
power.

But what people? With usf

of State, urder date 30th March last, | people of each State. By the Revolution |

sustain the regular Legislature of the
Territory in assembling a Convention 1o |
form a Constitution, and they express|

the opinion of the President that * when |

such a Constitution shall be submitted o
the people of the Territory they must be
protected in the exercise of their right of
voting for or against that instrumest, and |
the fair expression of the popalar willl
must nof be interrupted by frand or vio- |
lenee. 1 repeat, then, as my clear con- |
viction, that unless the Convention sub- |
mit the Constitution to the vote of all the
actunl resident settlers of Kansas nnd the
election be fairly and justly conducted,
the Constitation will be, and ought to be
rejected by Congress,”

This inaugural most distinetly asserted
that it was not a'question of Slavery
merely, which I believed to be of little
practicsl importance then in its applica-
tion to Kansas, but of the entire Con-
stitution which shounld be submitted to
the people for ratification or rejection.—
These were my words on that subject in
my inaugural :—*1IL is not merely, shall
Slavery exist in or disappear from Kun-
sas, but shall the great principles of self.
government and State sovereignty be
maintained or subverted

In that inaogural I proceed further to
say, the people “may by a subsequent
vote defeat the ratification of the Consti-
tution.” T designate this “a great consti-
tational right,” and add, “ that the Con-
veution is the servant and not the master
of the people.” In my official dispatch |
to you of the 2d June last, a copy of |

that inangural address was travsmitted to | sovereiznties called the States, each ac:~|f Bgainst it. Bat, !.lé:liill‘? the change from
you for the further information of the | ing exclusively for itseif, uncontrolled by | a Territorial to a State Government, which
President and his Cabinet. No exception | auy sister State, except by the moral force | the people alone have a right to make, in

was ever laken to any portion of that ad-
dress,

were “general and unqualified.”

was pledged to the people of Kansas to |
opjose, by all lawful means, the adoption |
of any Coustitution which was not fairly

and fully submitted to their vote for rati- | shown by the Madison papers, the framers | rights affecting life, liberty and property.
ficstion or rejection. These pladges 1! of the Constitution, as first demorstrated | There are slso the question of State delx,
cannot recall or violate without personal | in my Texas letter, refused to limit our| of banks and paper money, and whether

dishonor and the sbandooment of funds- |

mental principles ; and, therefore, it is|tories then, as well asthe States, Congress' As all free government, as stated by Mr. |y
im ibrfur me to support what is! possessed nosovereignty, and can exercise | Jeflerson, depends upon “the consent of
calf«:? the Lecompton Constitution, be. | only the power delegated by the Constitu- | the governed,”

cause it is not submitted to a vote of the | tion; and all the powers not thus granted | whether the peopls would assent to the

people for ratification or rejection.

I have ever uniformly maintained the | ing in common Territoty to all the States | their vote for matification or rejection?
peinciple that severeignty is vested exclu- | #s coequal joint tenauts there of that| But if acquiescence can be pre
sively in the people of each State, and | highest political power called “popnlar! any case, surely it cannot be im that of

that it performs its first and highest fuuc- |

tion in forming a State Government aud | this docirine that “sovercignty makes| violated their pledge to submit the Con-

State Constitution, The highest act of |
sovereignty, in my judgment, can only bu!
performed by the people themselves, and |
cannot be delegated to Conventions or
other intermediate bodies, ]

Indeed, the whole doctrine of the sov- |
ereignty of Conventions as distinet from
that of the people, of conventional ar
delegated sovereignty as contradistin-
guished from State or popnlar sovereignty,
has ever been discarded by me, and was |

never heard of to my knowledge during! and were published over my own signa | rightfully make a State Constitution with-

the great cauvass of 1856. Indeed, lhisi ture twelve months before my departure |

is the principle of State Sovercign-
ty, maintained by the Virginia and Ken-
tucky Resolutions of 1798-9, sustained
by the people in the great political revo-

each colony acting for itsell alone, sepa-
rated from Groat Britain sanctioned the |
Declaration of Independence.

“Each colony having thns become |
State, and each adopting for itself its sep- |
arate State government, acted for itself
alone under the old Continental Congress. |
Fach State neted for itself alone in acceil-
ing to the Articles of Confederation in
1778, and each State acted for itself alone
in framing@and mtifying, each for itself,
the Constitution of the United States.—
Sovereignty, then, with us, rests exclu-
sively with the people of each State —
The Coustitution of the United States is
not sovereign, forit was created by States,
each exercising for itselfl that bighest po-
litical power called sovercignty.”

For the same reason, the Government
of the United States is not sovereign, nor
does it exercise any sovereigu powers. It
exercises only “delegated powers” as de-|
clared by the Constitation, and those |
powers only which are granted by that|
instrument. Delegated powers are not|
soversign powers, but are powers granted |
by sovereignty. Sovereiguty being the:l

highest political power, cannot be dele-
gated. It is indivisible, it is a unit inca- |
pable of partition. Hence the great ermor
of supposing that sovereignty 18 divided
between the States and the United States.
The Constitution of the United States is
the “snpreme law,” and obligstory assuth,
but o law is not sovéreiznty but an act of
soversignty. Alllaw implieslaw makers, |
and in this case those who framed and)|
ratified this “supreme law" were those

of itsinfluence and example. The Gov-|

On the contrary, it was distinctly | ernmentof the United States, possessing, | many other momentous questions includ-
admitted by the President in his Message, | as we bave shown, no soversignty but| ed in that instrument. It involves all
with commendable frankness, that my | only delegated powers to them alone, ir.l the powers of State Government. There
instructions in favor of a submission :_;fl must ook for the exercise of constitution- | are the bill of rights—the Magna Charta
the Constitution to a vote of the people | al authority in the Territories us well us | of the liberties of a free people—the leg-
By that | the States, for there is not a single power| islative, executive and judicial functinns,
inaugural and a subsequent address, 1| granted by the Constitution of this Gov-| the taxing power, the elective franchise,

ernmert in a Territory which is not grant-
ed in a State, except the powerto atlmitl
new Btates into the Union, which, as

then existing Territories. In the Terri-

are dormant . or reserved powers, belong-

sovereignty.” It will be perceived that|
Constitutions,” that * sovercignty rests ex-
clusively with the people of each State,” |
that “sovereignty eannot be delegated,”
that “it is inalienable, indivisible,” *“a
unit inespable of partition,” are doctrines
ever regarded by me as fundamental)
principles of public liberty, and of the,
Federal Constitution. It will be seen|
that these views which I have entertained
were pot fremed to suit any emergency in
Kansas, but were my life-loug principles,

to that Territory, and when I neter|
thought of going to Kansas. Theserights
I bave ever regarded as fully to
the people of “all the Territories)’ in

lution of 1 and embraced in that| adopting their State Constitution, by the|
mandmenlmt’;)'lbc Federal Constitution | Kansas aud Nebrasks bill  Such is the

been
sdopted under the auspices of Mr. Jeffer- | construction given to that act by C‘“"ﬂ"’“} represent
o kel | by the roident. ok io the
i i- 1 ¥ - 3 = s
tution, nor wm,hwsfﬁmm States. I ggm of this Kansas act by its dis-, tion, a copy of which was immmediztely

s0n, declaring that the

are reserved to the Btates mpeeﬁrd_v,or

ad- | upon a

rinted address, delivered at

Minnesots bill, se justly

tinguished anthor, not only in his late

ereigu

to the question of Slavery, but includes

stmament. Indeed, E

|and Nebeaskn hill would have violated

the right of sovereignty Teserved to the
of each State by

most ent, but in addresses  the President and Cabinet, it is evident
made ::Hid.pu‘lr-?::d by hhﬁ:nghm;thanbe Lecom

date, showi this sov- dy C
o ﬁ&he mpnpln in acting | not technical, defects in the very substance
Constitution, is not confined | of its

other subjects, emtbraced in such anin- | judgment, as set forth in my
- . I believe ‘heKmu'Jnndolhiradd:m,bymhnilﬁmofm.

tion, Aud this is the true doctrive of
Popular Sovereigoty, and I know of no
such thing, nordoes the Federal Constitu-
tion recognize it, as delegated or conven-
tional sovereignty. The President, in a

gives unanswerable reasons why the peo-

questionof Slavery, He says, very truly,

Conatitution, but all others, must be sub- | these

think that sovereiguty is inalionable, indi- | these

people another, and that the delegntes, :li'
pledges, or fail to execute the will of the |
ple. And why does not this reason-

ing apply with equal force to all ot_her
questions embodied in the State Constitu- l
tion, and why should the question of
Slavery alone override and extinguish the
doetrine of Popular Sovereignty and the
right of self-government? Most fortu-
nately this is no sectional quéstion, for it
belongs alike to to the States a.dmil:edur‘
inchoate, of the South as of the North.—
It is not a question of Slavery, but of
States' Right, of State and popular sover-
eignty; and my objections to the Lecomp-
ton Constitution are strong, whether Kan-
sag, under ita provisions, should be made
a Freeor Slave State, My objections are
based upon the viclation of the right of
self-government and ;mpular su\‘creignw_
and of forcing any Constitution upon the
people against their will, whether it re-
cognizes Freedom or Slavery. Indeed,
the first question which the people enght
to decide in forming a Government for
an inchoate State is, whether they will!
change or not from & Territorial to a State |
Government. Now 1o one who with me |
denies Federal or Territorial sovereiguty, |
will contend that a Territorial Legislature
is sovereign, or represents sovereignty, or
that such Legislature, a mere creature of
Cougress, can transier soversignty, which
it does not possess, to a Territorial Con-
vention. This change from a Territorial
to a State Government can only be made
by the power where sovereignty

with the people. Yet State Government
is foreed upon the people of Kansas by |
the Lecompton Coustitution, and not

framing a State Constitution there are

the great question of education, the sacred
relations of husband and wife, parent and
child, guardian and ward, and all the

they shall be permitted or prohibfisd —

how can it be known

Constitution, unless it be submitted l.n|
nmed ip |
Kansas, where so many of the delegates

stitution iteelf to n vote of the, people:
where the delegates who signed tLe on -
stitution represunted scarcely one-tenth
of the psople, and where nearly one-half
of the counties of Territory were dis-
franchised, and that by no fanlt of theirs,
and did not and could nol give a single
vote at the election of delezates to the
Convention. I have beretofore discussed !
the subjfct mainly on the question that
Conventions are pot sovereign, and catnot

out its submission to a vote of tho people
for ratification or rejection. Yet, surely,
even those who differ with me on this
point must concede, especially under the
Kanpsas-Nebrasia act, it is only such Con-
veutions can be calle=d sovereign as have

truly elected by the people, and
well, On reference, how-
ever,tomy sddress of the 16th of :
tember last, on the day-qualifigation ques-

to you for the information of

Convention was not
hat Convention had vital,

organization under the Territorial
law, which could only be cured, in my

Constitotion for (he ratification of the

On reference 16 the Termitorial

W uad.er which the Convention was
AsSET thirty-four regularly orga

| m-a:,m named as election districts

sud all of thess eounties it was required
by law that a ceosus be takes, slso the

for delegates to the convention. In each|

voters registersd, and when this was cog-
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pleted the delegates to the Convention
should be apportioned accordingly. In
nineteen of these couynties there was no
censug, and therefore there could be po
such apportionment there of delegates
upon such oen;u.s. And in fifteen of
connties there was no registry of
voters. These fifteen countios, including
many of the oldest organized counties in
the Territory, were entirely disfranchised,
and did not give (by mo fault of their
own,) aud could not give asolitary vote
for the delegates to the Convention.—
This result was superinduced by the fac
that the Territorial Legislature appointed
sll the Sheriffs and probate Judges in all
comnties, to whom was sssigned the
duty by law of making this census and
registry. These officers were political
partisans, dissenting from the viewsand
opinions of the people of these counties,
as was proved by the election in October
last. Theso officers, from want of funds,
a¢ they alleged, neglected or refused to
take any census, or make any registry in
these counties, and therefore they were
entirely disfranchised, and could not and
did not give asingle vote at the election
for delegates to the Constitutional Con-
vention. And here I wish to call atien-
tiou to a distinction which will appear in
my inaugural address in reference to those
counties where the voters were fairly
registered, and did not vote. In suc
counties where full and free opportunity
Was given to register and vote, and they
did not choose to exercise such a privi-
lege, the question is very different from
these counties where there was no census
or registry, and no vote was given, or
could be given however anxious the peo-
ple might be to participate in the the
election of delegates to the Convention,
Nor could it be said these counties acqui-
esced, for, wherever they endeavored, by
a subsequent consus or registry of their
own, to supply this defect, occasioned by
previous neglect of the Territorial officers,
the delegates thus chosen were rejected by
the Convention, I
I repeat that, in nineteen counties out
of thirty-four, there was no census, In
fifteen counties out of thirty-four there
was 1o Tegistry, and not a solitary vote
was given, or could be given, for Dele-
gates to the Convention in any one of
these counties, Suarely, then, it cannot
be said that euch a Convention, chosen
by searcely more than cne tenth of the
present voters of Kansas, represented the
}M;Iu of that Territory, and could right-
¥ impose a Covstitution upon them with-
out their consent. These nineteen coun-
ties, in which there wns no census, con-
stituted a majority of the counties of the
Territory, and these fifteen counties in
which there was no registry gave a much
larger wote at the October election,
even with the six monthy’ qualification,

| than the whole vote given to the Lecomp-

ton Constitution on the 17th of Novem.
ber last. I, then, sovereignty can be del.
gated, and the Convention ss such are
sovereign, which I deny, surely it must
be only in such cases as when such Con.
ventions are chosen by the people, which
we have seen was not the case as rogards
the lste Lecompton Convention. It was
for this and other reasons that in my in-
augural and other addresses T insisted
that the Constitution should be submitted
to the people by the Convention, as the
only means of curing this vital defect in
its organization, It was, therefore among
other reasons that when, as you know, the
organization called the “ Topeka State
Government” was made, und as a conse-
quence an inevitable civil war and con-
Aict must bave cnened, these results were

| prevented by my assuring, not the Aboli-

tionists, as has been eroneously stated
(for my address was not to them, but to
the people of Kansas), that in my judg-
ment,the Constitution would be submitted
fairly and freely for ratification or rejec.
tion by their vote; and that if this was
not done, I would unite with them (the
peaple) as I now do, in lawful opposition
to such procedure. ’

The power and responsibility being
devolved exclusively upon me by the
President of using the Fedenl army in
Kansas to suppress insurrection, the al-
ternative was distinetly presented to me,
by questions propounded at Topeka, of
arresting the revelution by the slaughter
of the people, or of preventingit, togeth-
er with that civil war which must have
extended throughout the Union, by a
solemn assurance, then given, that the
right of the people to frame their own
Goverpment, 5o far as my power extend-
ed, shotld be maintained. But for this
assurance, it is a conceded faet that the
Topeka State Government, then assem-
bled in legislative session, would have
Baen put into immediate actual operation,
and that a sanguinary collision with'the
Federal srmy and civil war must have
ensned—extending, it is feared, through-
out the Union. !

Indeed, the whole idea of an inangu.
ral address originated in the alarming in.
telligence which had reached Washington
City of perilous and incipient rebellion in
Eansas, This insurrection was rendered
still more formidable on my reaching the
Territory by the near appraach of the us-
semblinz of the revolutionary State Leg-
islature, and the very numerous- mass
Conventions by which it was sustained,
In truth 1had to choose between arrest-
ing that insurrection, at whatever cost of
Ameriean blood, by the Federal army, or
to prevent the terrible catastrophe, as 1
did by my pledges to the people of the
exertion of all my power to obtain a fair
election and the submission of the Con-
stitution to the vote of the people for
ratification or rejection.

My inaugural and other addresses were,
therefore, really in the nature of
mations, so often issued by Presideuts and
Governors, with & ¥iew 1o prevent, as
they did in this case, civil war and insmr-
rection. Now, by my uﬂh.o{oﬁc.l’w“
sworn to support the Covstitation of the
United States, which I have shown, in
my judgment, required the submission: of
the Constitution to the vote of the
I was sworn, also, to take care
Kansas and .\'ehmk:h E&iho‘:ldh &.
fally exécuted, whi my e
ment, as heretofore stated, ired that
the Constitution should be submitted io

especially where sach acyuiescence in-
volved as an immediate consequence n
disastrous and sanguinary civil war, seems
to me most preposterons.

Not a drop of blood has been shed by
the Federal troops in Kansas during my
Administration, but insurrection and civil
war, extending, T fear, throughout the
country, were alons prevented by the
course pursued by me on those occasions,
and the whola people, abandoning revo-
lutionary violence, were induced by me to
o, for the first time, into a general and
peaceful election, These important re-
sults constitute a sufficient conselation for

all the unjust asssults made upon me on | of

this snbject.

T'do not understand that these assaults
have ever received the slightest counte-
nance from the President. On the contrary,
his message clearly indicates an approval of
my course up to the present most unfor-
tunate difference about the so-called Le-
compton Constitution. Inasmuch, how-
ever, as thizs difference is upon a vital
question, involving pmctical results and
Tew instructions, it 18 certainly much more
respectful to the President, on my pare,
to resign the office of Govemor, and give
him an opportunity of flling it, as is his
right under the Constitution, with one
who concurs with him in his present
opitiions rather than go to Kansas and
force him to remove me by disobedience
to his instroctions. This latter course, in
my judgment, would be incompatible
with a proper respect for the Chief Mag-
istrate of the Union, inconsistent with
the rules of moral rectitude or propriety,
aud could be adopted with no other view
than to force the President to remove me
from office.  Such a course, it is alleged,
would present me to the publie as a polit-
ical-martyr in the defense of the great
principle of self-government ; but to go
to Kansas with any such purpose, or with
a certain knowledge that 'such a resnlt
must follow, would be alike unjast and
improper. My only alternative, then, is
that of a respectful resignation,in the hope
that Kansas and our beloved country may
be shielded from that ecivil war, with
which, I fear, both are threatened, by any
attempt to force the so-called Lecompton
Constitution upon the people of Kunsas,
I state it as a fact, based on a long and in-
timate nssociation with the people of
Kandns, that an overwhelming majority
of that people are opposed to that instru-
ment, and my letters state that but one
out of twenty of the press of Kansassus-
tainit. Some oppose it because so many
connties were disfranchised and unrepre-
sented in the Convention. Some, who
are oppoked to paper money, because it
authorizes a hank of enormous capital for
Kansas, nearly unlimited in its issues aud
in the denomination of its notes from one
dollar, up and down., Some because of
what they econsider a Know-Nothing
clause, by requiring that the Governor
ghall have been twenty years a eitizen of
the United States—some because the
elective franchise is not free, as they can-
not vote against the Copstitution, but
only on the single issue whether any more
slaves may be imported, and then only
upon that issne by voting for the Consti-
tution. to which they are opposed ; and
they regard this s but a mockery of the
elective franchise and a perilous sporting
with the sacred rizhts of the people—
some oppose it because the Constitution
distinctly recoguizes and adopts the Ox-
ford fraud in apportioning legislative
members for Johnson County upon the
frandulent and fictitions returns, so falsely
called, from that precinet, which recogni-
tion of that fraud in the Constitution is
abhorrent to the moral sense of the peo-
ple. Others oppose it because, although
in other cases the President of Conven-
tions have been authorized teo issue writs
of election to the regular Territorial or
State officers, with the usual judges and
with the established precincis and on the
adjudication of the returns, in this case
unprecedented and vice-regal powers are
given to the President of the Convention
to make the preciucts, the judges, and to
decide finally upon the returns. From
the grant of these unusual and enormous
powers, and from other reasons connected
with the returns of Oxford and McGee,
an overwhelming majority of Kunsas
have no faith in the validity of these re-
turns and therefore will not vote. In-
deed, disguise it ps we may to oumselves,
under the influence of the present ex-
citement, the facts will demounstrate that
any attempt by Congress to [oree this Con-
stitution @pon the people of Kansas will
be an effort to substitute the will of a
small minority for that of an overwhelm-
ing majority of the people of Kansss;
that it will not settle tLe nsas suestion,
or localize the issue; that it will, T fear,
be attended by civil war, extending, per-
hape, throughout the Union, thus bring-
ing this question back agnin upon Con-
gress and before the people to its most
dangerous and alarming aspect,

The Presidenttakes a different view of
the subject in his Message, and from the
events occurring in Kansss as well as
here, it is eﬁde:;{ that the question is

ing from theories into practice, and
Pt;: as Governor of Kanass, I should be
compelled to carry out, new’ instructions
differing on a vital question from those
received at the date of my appointment,
Such instructions I could not execute
consistently with my views of the Fede-

Nebraska bill, or with my pledges to the
people of Kansas, Undar these circum-
stanoes, no alternative is left but to resign
the office of Governor of the Territory of
Kansas. No one can more deeply regret
;inn mpzél;nl:e o?waglijy. but it arses
rom vo change of opinion en my
On the contrary, I should most dlmz]ll:
have returned to Kanses to out my
orignal instructions, and thus preserve the
peace of the Termitory, and finally sestle

ledges to“the* people.” Tt is not my in-
Puﬁonulﬁl ﬁmmdﬁmﬂe;’nm.
liar circumstances and unexpecied events
which bave modified the opinions of the
President upon a pointso vital as thesy
mission of the Constitution for ratification
or rejection by the vole of the people—
less do I desire any controversy
with the President on this subject, Yei,
bowever widely my views may differ
from those entertained by him on this
question—views which T have held all
e p kst
en inciples of publie li and of
as regards all those great modsures wﬁ
Ttrost will constitnts the “of his
Administration in other it owill

give me pleasure, as a  privats citizen, o
yiéld my ecordial lﬁnﬁm I’I;u'oli'ﬁ

L

the Kansas question by redeeming my !

that the Slavery question, as s practical
issne, had dw from Kansas long
before my arrival there, aud the question
of self-government had been substituted
in its place. On some future occasion 1
shall dissipate the delusion which has
prevailed upon this subject, and show
that after thres vears’ experiment, when
I arrived in Kansas there were less than
300 slaves there, and the number con-
stantly diminishing; that, as proved by
the official records of Congress. pnblished
and authenticated by those distizguished
Southern statesmen, John C. Calhoun and
Jeflerson Davis, the Winter climate even
w Bagiasd, and thas the Proalsvery]
New land; and YTy
Teui::'i‘ﬂ Convention of Karsas consoli-
dated with the Pro-slayery Tarritorial
Legislaturs on the 4th of January,, 1857,
nearly five months before my arrival
there, did abandon the Slavery issue be-
cause, as set forth by one of their num-
ber, the Pro-slavery party was in a small
and admitted minority, and the co-opera-
tion of the Free State Democrats was in-
vited as the only hope of snccess—not to
make Kansas a Slave State, which was
conceded to be impossible, but to make it
a conservative Democratic Free State.—
Even as late a8 the 24 of July, 1857,
when the Democratic Territorial Conven-
tion assembled at Lecompton, in consc-
quence of the laws of the climate and
the well-known will of the people, none
contended that Slavery could {'N: estab-
lished there ; nor wns it until my Sonth-
ern opponents interfered in the affairs of
Kansas, and by denunciation, menace and
otherwise, aided at a critical period by
several Federal office-holders of Kansas,
including the Sarveyor-General, and the
President of the Convention with his im-
mense patronage, embracing many hun-
dred employees, intervened, and as I bh
lieve without the knowledge or approba-
tion of the President of the United
States, Ernd uced the extraordinary paper
‘called the Lecompton Constitution. Yot
this act of intervention by the federal
officers o defeat the will of the people
seems to be sustsined by my opponeuts,
while my intervention, as it is called, in
obedience to my duty and oath of office
to support the Federal Constitution, and
to take care thas our organic law shonld<
be fairly executed by endeavoring to se-
cure to the people of Kansas their right
under that act, 15 denounced and calum-
niated. It is still more remarkable, that

the hypothetical remarks made by me as|

regards climate in its connection with i:sl

infleence upon the question of Slavery in
Kansas, after that issune had been aban-
doned there, which views were for con-
so'idating: the Union between the Con-
servative, the Free State and Pro-slavery

Demaocrats, so as to prevent the confisca- |

tion of the small number of slaves then
held in Kansas, have been denonnced
by many distinguished Southern Sena-
tors, who, when the Kansas-Nebraska bill
was pending in Congress, and when such
remark from them, if ever might siffect
Bouthern emigration, were then the loud-
est in proclaiming that becaunse of its cli-
mate, Kn.nm' could never become a Slave
State, Indeed, it seems that all persous
in and ont of Kansas, whether in public
orin Lwrivnte life, may publish what opin-
ions they please in regard to these ques-

tions except the Governor of that Terri-

tory, who has so little power and no pat-

ronage.  And now be pleased to express
to the President my deep regret as re-

gards our unfortunate difference of opin-

ion in relstion to the Lecompton Consti-

tution, and to say to him that, infallibility

does not belong to man, however exaltad

in intellect, purity of intention, yet if hs

has committed any errors in this respect,

may they be overruled by a superintend.-

ing Providence for the perpetuity of our

Union and the advancement, the honor

avd interest of our beloved conntey.

In now dissolving my official connec-
tion with your department, T beg leave
to tender to you my thanks for your con.
stant courtesy and kindness.

Most respectfully, your ob’t servant,

(Signed) R. J. WALKER,

Secretary Cass® nl"'l.f,

State DepanruesT, )

Dec. 18, 1857, 5
On Wednesday last, I received wour
communication of the 18th inst., tender-
ing your resignation as governor of Kan.
sas. The resignation i acoompanied by
a long argument on the sffairs of the
Territory generally, to which you are well
aware it would be improper for the de-
partment to reply. I every officer of
the government who feels himself con-
strained to refuse obedience to the in-
structions of the President, should pur-
sue 2‘111! u:i_usﬂnl course, and thus place on

the files of the appropriate d en
criticisms on the policy of th:p:?:hls-t'
tration, no knows beéter than
poursell to what consequences this mighs
ead. The deparimoent must either cause
the charges and arguments nst the
’resident to be filed amoug the public
archives of the country without contra-

time which ought to_be devoted to the

ral Constitution: and of the Kausas and | npon

diction or reply, or #t must spend the | P

federal constitution by the different states.
The slavery question was the all-absorb-
ing biie, and you were sent to Kinsas
mﬁahllmmdx.mm
to carry ont the prinek
Nebraska sct. With wheth-
er Eansas was to be a free or slave state
vou were not to interfere. You were to
secure to the people of Kansas a fres and
fair election to decide the question for
:hun::lm The ?;:h::dm was, there-
oro, to learn your
to this gfgutmtof.h]y 15th last, that
in all your spesches you had refriined
from expressing any opinion as to wheth-
er it should be aslave or free siate.
o :i
Your hodinh{vu -
To Hon, R. J. WaLKER,
Waszhington City.

Wesiern Kansas
From thy Kansas Tribume,
Maxnarrax, Riley Co., Ka
November 25, 1857.

1 have recently made a short explora-
tion ina Eom‘nn of the country situated
between the Big Blue and Republican
rivers. We left the valley of the Big
Blue river which runs parallel with the
Republican, abont nine miles north of
Mashsttan city. We took a trail bearing
a northwest direction. The country
through which we after leaving
the bluffe of the Blue Valley, was & beau-
tifnl rolling prairie, the soil doubtless as
fertile and productive as any rolling table
land in Kapsas, In many oes o0 &N
eminence we had a delightful view of the
surrounding country, as yet entirely unin-
habited. Near the head waters of the no-
table Wildest we found a claimholder,
whose name 1 believe is Hare, -
appearance of his claim there wasevi-
dence that he possessed a d of in-
dustry that some persons “located in
neighborhoods™ do mot possess. His
claim is about twenty miles from Man.
hattan. A short distance west we passed
a log cabin, not yet finished, and tenant-
less, showing that the march of civilization
is onward. Three or four miles further
wost we found buffalo, herds of them
numbering bundreds. 1 never was more
agreeably disappointed in my expecta-
tions at finding the face of the country
presenting an sppearance &8 it does. 1
formed tEc opinion that it was a barren
waste, full of pebbles and flinty rock, and
that the soil was sterile, but the contrary
was the fact. There are innumersble
little creeks, many of them it is tre, in
tho dry seasons of the year will contain
no running water, but it can easily be ob-
tained by digging wells, There is an
abundance of stons for fencing and build-
in Along the crecks are beau.
tifal little groves of timber, among which
is tha cottonwood, the sure precursor of
of water: oak, hickory, walout, &
These groves are interspersed with grape-
vine bowers, thickets of goose-berry, apd
the delicious plum-bush. The trail we
traveled makes the distange between tha
two rivers about twenty miles. [ know
of no place so near a good market that
yregents such favorable inducements to
the prospective farmer, as the country
west of the Big Blue river. That Man-
hattan will be a place of importance is
conceded by all who are convemsant with
the favorable position in which the young
city is situated; and already there is
quite & market for the products of the
farmer, which will continue to incresse,
But the principsl market now and for fa-
ture yoara will be Fort Riley. The farm-
er has & more r«dz market for his pro-
duce, and much higher price than the

farmer near Topeks and slong the border
can command. It I8 almost incredible
the large amount of corn, meat and all
kind of vegotables that is required for
consumption st Fort Riley, and as emi-
gration extends westward, as it must
continue to do, it will still demand a new
supply. The California emigrants would

urchass here if they could be supplied.

‘hat the farmer will have s home mar-
kot in this section for a dozen of years,
there can be little doubt, and at the expi-
ration of that time any prudent farmer
who takes a claim on broad fertile
plains within a year or two would haye
no occasion for a market. But to predict
the future of this country wonld be l'nll‘y_
The mailroads that will be bailt in the
course of ten years, will be an advantage
thst no person can estimate.

There are ¢claims on the Republican
river and upland on the east and west
sides, ns can be found iauuxmm_: mdl
singular as it may appear, snergies o
the peese. Reve beon devoted o meking
public the desirable homes on the pmﬁ
side of the Kansas, while, comparatively
speaking, nothing has beem maid of the
great advantages, the fertile soil, and de-
sirable claims along between the valleys
of the Blue and Republican rivers. Noth.
ing'has been said of the mineral resour-
ces of this conntry. I have seen speci-
mens of iron ore, said to be of au excel-
lent quality, which sbounds on the Re-
blican. Extensive beds of coal are

'md to remain in the earth untouched.
Then why pot make publie the resvurces
of this country. Thﬁ and ener-
- of our people will soon €
rcources. . They cannot long remain
hidden, A. M. B.

(- Why is it that s certain clas of

b —. o~



